
 

   
 
 
 
 
 

Details From the Story 

Action or Words Spoken 
 

Elaborations/Opinions 
What is the real reason the Character  

acted this way or said this? 
 

Miss Lottie works down on  
her creaky knees all summer, 
every summer, weeding and 

cultivating her marigolds. 

 

Lizabeth curses and spits saying, 
“Y’all children get the stones,  
I’ll show you how to use ‘em.” 

 

 

At 4am, Lizabeth leaves her 
house and runs silently to Miss 

Lottie’s yard. She leaps 
furiously into the mounds  

of marigolds and pulls  
them out madly. 

 

 
Miss Lottie gazes sad  

and weary-eyed at her  
destroyed garden. 

 



 
 
 
 
 
Lizabeth changes throughout the dramatic story of “Marigolds”.  In a writing piece, describe these 

changes and analyze how the use of CONFLICT and MOTIVATION in the story affects the PLOT. 

 

STEP 1 
 

In one theme statement,  
tell what the story  
is REALLY about. 

 

 

TOPIC  

 
 

STEP 2 
 

Write 1sentence about  
the TOPIC above.  

Why is it important? 
 

 

 

STEP 3 
 

Write 1 sentence telling what 
happens in the story. Start with “In 
the story…” MUST INCLUDE: 
the title, the author’s name, 
and the characters’ names. 

 

 

 

STEP 4 
 

Write 1 sentence that tells the 
lesson that the character learns 
about the TOPIC listed above 

 

 

STEP 5 
 

Add a transition starter to the 
beginning of the first Detail that 
you chose from the Motivation 
Chart (the gray section). The 
transition should lead smoothly 
into your sentence and connect to 

the sentence from Step 4. 
 

 

Transition Starters:  After…When…Even though…For example… 
For instance…In the beginning…Despite…In spite of…At first… 

 

Literary 
Analysis 



 

 

STEP 6 
 

Write at least two sentences 
of Elaboration/Opinion 
about the Detail mentioned  

in Step 5.  Look to the  
right-hand side of your 

Motivation Chart for insight. 
 

 

 

 
 

STEP 7 
 

Add a transition starter to the 
beginning of the first Detail that 
you chose from the Motivation 
Chart (the gray section). The 
transition should lead smoothly 
into your sentence and connect to 

the sentence from Step 6. 
 

 

Transition Starters:  After…When…Even though…For example… 
For instance…In the beginning…Despite…In spite of…At first… 

 

 

STEP 8 
 

Write at least two sentences 
of Elaboration/Opinion 
about the Detail mentioned  

in Step 7. Look to the  
right-hand side of your 

Motivation Chart for insight. 
 

 

 

STEP 9 
 

Now it is time to wrap up  
your piece of writing with 
Concluding Sentence.   
You may use a transition 

starter if you so choose, but 
you do not have to. 

 

 

Transition Starters:  As a result…In conclusion…In the end… 
After all that happened… Finally… 

 

STEP 10 
 

Now you need to write the 
Rough Draft of your paragraph.  

Include Steps 2-9 (10 
sentences minimum).   
Make sure to indent your 

paragraph and title your paper! 
 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
Lizabeth changes throughout the dramatic story of “Marigolds”.  In a writing piece, describe these 

changes and analyze how the use of CONFLICT and MOTIVATION in the story affects the PLOT. 

 

STEP 1 
 

In one theme statement,  
tell what the story is REALLY about. 

 

 

TOPIC  
 
Losing one’s childlike innocence 

STEP 2 
 

Write 1sentence about the TOPIC 
above. Why is it important? 

 

Losing one’s childlike innocence is an important part of life 

because it marks the end of the ignorant acceptance of 

things at face value.  No longer are the areas below the 

surface ignored, the callous actions toward others accepted. 

STEP 3 
 

Write 1 sentence telling what happens  
in the story. Start with “In the story…” 

MUST INCLUDE: the title,  
the author’s name, and the 

characters’ names. 
 

 

In the story, “Marigolds” by Eugenia Collier, Lizabeth, the 

protagonist, becomes frustrated with her dire situation in 

life so she decides to destroy the only thing of beauty she 

knows, Miss Lottie’s marigolds. 

STEP 4 
 

Write 1 sentence that tells the  
lesson that the character learns  
about the TOPIC listed above 

 
Lizabeth’s poverty, chaotic family situation, and growing 

pains all inflict her with a sense of rage and hopelessness, 

which culminates into a single “moment when childhood 

faded and womanhood began”. 

STEP 5 
 

Add a transition starter to the 
beginning of the first Detail that you 

chose from the Motivation Chart (the 
gray section). The transition should 

lead smoothly into your sentence and 
connect to the sentence from Step 4. 

 

 
Transition Starters:  After…When…Even though…For example… 
For instance…In the beginning…Despite…In spite of…At first… 

 
In the beginning of the story, when Lizabeth, still a child, is 

pressured to join in the merriment of taunting Miss Lottie 

she succumbs to her peers by saying, “Y’all children get the 

stones, I’ll show you have to use ‘em.” 

Literary 
Analysis 



 

STEP 6 
 

Write at least two sentences of 
Elaboration/Opinion about the 
Detail mentioned in Step 5.  Look 

to the right-hand side of your 
Motivation Chart for insight. 

 

 

Lizabeth’s “gesture of phony bravado” demonstrates her 

immature desire to be respected by the children.  Unable to look 

beyond her own selfish pleasures, Lizabeth loses her head entirely 

and becomes mad with the power of inciting rage within Miss 

Lottie. 

STEP 7 
 

Add a transition starter to the 
beginning of the first Detail that 
you chose from the Motivation 
Chart (the gray section). The 
transition should lead smoothly 
into your sentence and connect to 

the sentence from Step 6. 
 

 

Transition Starters:  After…When…Even though…For example… 
For instance…In the beginning…Despite…In spite of…At first… 

 
After she begins to feel guilt and remorse for the crime she 

committed against this innocent woman, Lizabeth goes home 

only to hear her father, “the rock” of the family, sobbing about 

their impoverished circumstances.  Lizabeth, overcome with fear 

and hopelessness, runs silently back to Miss Lottie’s yard to 

destroy the marigolds. 
 

STEP 8 
 

Write at least two sentences of 
Elaboration/Opinion about the 
Detail mentioned in Step 7. Look 
to the right-hand side of your 
Motivation Chart for insight. 

It is in this crumbling wasteland of Miss Lottie’s yard that 

Lizabeth unleashes her smoldering emotions of fear, hopelessness, 

and confusion on the marigolds.  It is this moment of 

destruction that marks the end of immature innocence for 

Lizabeth and the beginning of selfless compassion, compassion for 

another human being. 

STEP 9 
 

Now it is time to wrap up your 
piece of writing with Concluding 

Sentence.  You may use a 
transition starter if you so 
choose, but you do not have to. 

 

Transition Starters:  As a result…In conclusion…In the end… 
After all that happened… Finally… 
 

By gazing into Miss Lottie’s sad and weary eyes, Lizabeth finally 

understands what it means to look into the depth of another 

human soul, to feel remorse for actions committed, to walk a 

mile in another’s shoes.  In this single moment of compassion, 

Lizabeth’s childhood fades away, opening the door for 

womanhood to begin. 
 

STEP 10 
 

Now you need to write the Rough Draft of your paragraph.  
Include Steps 2-9 (10 sentences minimum).   

Make sure to indent your paragraph and title your paper! 



Dent  1 

Stu Dent 

Haak 

English 1; Period 1 

15 September 2021 

Losing Hope 

Losing one’s childlike innocence is an important part of life because it marks the end of the 

ignorant acceptance of things at face value.  No longer are the areas below the surface ignored, the 

callous actions toward others accepted. In the story, “Marigolds” by Eugenia Collier, Lizabeth, the 

protagonist, becomes frustrated with her dire situation in life so she decides to destroy the only thing of 

beauty she knows, Miss Lottie’s marigolds. Lizabeth’s poverty, chaotic family situation, and growing pains 

all inflict her with a sense of rage and hopelessness, which culminates into a single “moment when 

childhood faded and womanhood began”. In the beginning of the story, when Lizabeth, still a child, is 

pressured to join in the merriment of taunting Miss Lottie she succumbs to her peers by saying, “Y’all 

children get the stones, I’ll show you have to use ‘em.”  Lizabeth’s “gesture of phony bravado” 

demonstrates her immature desire to be respected by the children.  Unable to look beyond her own 

selfish pleasures, Lizabeth loses her head entirely and becomes mad with the power of inciting rage 

within Miss Lottie.  After she begins to feel guilt and remorse for the crime she committed against this 

innocent woman, Lizabeth goes home only to hear her father, “the rock” of the family, sobbing about 

their impoverished circumstances.  Lizabeth, overcome with fear and hopelessness, runs silently back 

to Miss Lottie’s yard to destroy the marigolds.  It is in this crumbling wasteland of Miss Lottie’s yard that 

Lizabeth unleashes her smoldering emotions of fear, hopelessness, and confusion on the marigolds.  It is 

this moment of destruction that marks the end of immature innocence for Lizabeth and the beginning of 

selfless compassion, compassion for another human being. By gazing into Miss Lottie’s sad and weary 

eyes, Lizabeth finally understands what it means to look into the depth of another human soul, to feel 

remorse for actions committed, to walk a mile in another’s shoes.  In this single moment of compassion, 

Lizabeth’s childhood fades away, opening the door for womanhood to begin. 

Example 



 
Total:  ___________ / 48 

 8 
ABOVE 

7 
AT 

6 
APPROACHING 

5 
BELOW 

 

Paperwork: Rough Draft Packet     
 

Formatting: Typed, 12pt. font, Creative Title, Double-spaced, 
Indented Paragraph, Proper Heading, Header 

    

 

Opening/Closing: Begins with a 4-sentence paragraph starter 
and ends with a concluding sentence that effectively wraps up the 
paragraph. 
 

    

 

Descriptive Details: At least 2 Details from the story with 
effective transition starters. 

    

 

Insightful Interpretations: At least 2 sentences of 
Elaboration/Opinion per Detail (4 sentences minimum) 

    

 

Conventions: Spelling, Punctuation, Capitalization, Missing words, no 
Repetitions of “key” words/phrases, Title of Story in quotation marks 

    


	Marigolds Motivation Chart
	Marigolds Literary Analysis RD Packet
	Marigolds Literary Analysis RD Packet
	Marigolds Literary Analysis RD Packet p1
	Marigolds Literary Analysis RD Packet p2


	Marigolds Literary Analysis RD Example p1
	Marigolds Literary Analysis RD Example p2
	Marigolds Example Paragraph
	Marigolds Grading Rubric

